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TABLE 78

DESTINATION OF FRENCH EXPORTS

(percentage of total)
(TJ. S. Department of Commerce)

Country
	Percentage of Total Exports
		
	1913
	1926-1930
	1931

United Kingdom .........
	20.9 16.1
 12.6
 8.0
 5-9 6.1
 30-4
	16.4 14.8
 9-9
 7-8 6-5 6.0 38.6
	16.6 ii. 8 9.0
 I3-I 7.6 5.1 36-8

Belgium
			
Germany           .........
			
Algeria       ..............
			
Switzerland ..............
			
United States    ..........
			
All others ...............
			
Total ..............
			
	100. 0
	100. 0
	100. 0


			
THE FRENCH COLONIES

France possesses a colonial empire which, from the point of view
of size and widespread distribution, ranks second only to that of Great
Britain. It comprises an area of 3,958,626 square miles, and contains a
population of 55,631,184. Thus the area is nearly eighteen times as
great as that of France itself, but the population is only 34 per cent
greater. While France has possessions on nearly every continent, some
nine-tenths of the total colonial area lies in Africa. Tunisie (Tunisia),
Algeria and Maroc (Morocco) are the most valuable of these posses-
sions, and the most closely linked to France. Much of the African ter-
ritory unfortunately consists either of deserts or of equatorial areas,
and at present is of little value. The only other extensive holdings are
Madagascar and French Indo-China.

The present empire is largely the result of efforts made during the
nineteenth century. The factors which seem to have led to the forma-
tion of the empire were the desire to enhance national prestige, the need
-for greater man power, and the desire for increased trade and supplies
of raw materials. France has had no need for an outlet for a surplus
population. This is perhaps fortunate, as only a small proportion of
the colonial territory is suitable for white habitation. The colonies have,
however, contributed man power and raw materials in important
amounts, although most of them have not proven profitable investments
from an economic point of view.